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Here he was met by the allied army collected to
defend the west against Assyria. Its composition
throws light on the relative power of the states in
Syria and Palestine and deserves attention. The
main body of the army of defense was contributed
by Hamath, Damascus, and Israel. These three
states contributed much more than half of the en-
tire army and nearly all of the most powerful part
of it, the chariots and horsemen. From the north
there came men from Que (eastern Cilicia) and
Musri. From the west came detachments contrib-
uted by the northern Phoenician cities which were
unwilling or unable to send enormous gifts to buy
off the conqueror, as Tyre and Sidon had done, but
were willing to strike a blow for independence.
The last section wus made up of Ammonites and
Arabs. This was a formidable array, and the is-
sue of the battle fought at Qarqai* might well be
doubted. The Assyrians had, of course, a well-sea-
soned army to oppose a crowd of raw levies; but
the latter had the great advantage of a knowledge
of the country as well as the enthusiasm of the
fight for home and native land. Of course the
records of Shalmaneser claim a great victory. In
the Monolith inscription * the allies killed are set
down at 14,000, in another inscription the num-
ber given is 20,500,* while in a third it rises to 25,-
OOO.3 The evident uncertainty in the figures makes

*  Col ii, lines' 97 and 98.

* Obelisk, linos 65, 66,

3 Bull inscription, No. 1, lino 18    On tliwe discrepancies see Sehrader,
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